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to revolt. Lebanon rose against him and was made
to taste the sharpness of his blade. By hurried marches
the youthful monarch crossed the desert, overthrew
the enemy and stamped out revolt. Then he battled
across the Euphrates and subdued the Mitanni
princes bearing Aryan names. Artatama gave his
daughter in marriage to Thothmes IV, the successor
of Amenhetep, and Dushratta became a faithful friend
and close correspondent of Amenhetep III. The
empire from the seat of the friendly Mitanni beyond
the Euphrates to the Third Cataract of the Nile knew
no disaffection until Amenhetep was laid in his grave.
Thothmes IV followed next on the throne of Egypt.
He was the  first Egyptian   potentate  to marry the
daughter of an alien ruler, Artatama, the chief of the
Mitannis.    He died young at the age of thirty and
was   succeeded   by   his  son   Amenhetep    III.    The
latter preferred to many an Egyptian lady but con-
tinued to favour the Mitanni house for he took from
it two wives one after another, first Gilukhipa, daughter
of king Shutarna, and then her   niece   Tadukhipa,
daughter   of Dushratta.    He,   however,   never   gave
them   the status of the chief queen  but only  that
of the auxiliary  beauties of the harem, flames   that
might illumine the prospect without burning the skin.
The history of the times is recovered from the
famous Tell el-Amarna letters of Middle Egypt. They
bear numerous records, letters and despatches incised
in cuneiform characters on clay tablets revealing to
us inter-state activities during the middle of the second
millennium B.C. To this priceless ho^rd of letters
and to the epigraphical records in the Egyptian temples
are added the invaluable documents, excavated at
Boghaz Kyoi in Asia Minor, enriching pur knowledge
of the contemporary international politics. The let-
ters are exceedingly hurnan and where they are address-
" ed by the Mitanni king Dushratta to Amenhetep and
the queen, they have become exceptionally touching